Roentgenographlc Classification
The stage of the acute pulmonary disease was expressed as the number ofdays elapsed from the beginning ofthe adult respiratory distress syndrome (ie, the day on which intubation was performed to the day of measurement).
A chest x-ray film taken on the day of measurement was used for scoring of roentgenographic abnormalities. These films were graded by an independent observer, without (Fig 2, panel 1) ; (2) group 2 (n = 8), normal compliance and presence of an inflection (Fig 2, panel 2) ; (3) group 3 (n = 10), reduced compliance (compliance during deflation less than 7 mI/cm H2O/L and presence ofan inflection (Fig 2, panel 3) ; and (4) group 4 (n = 10), reduced compliance and no inflection (Fig 2, panel 4) . The relationship between pressure-volume curve patterns (groups 1, 2, 3, and 4), the nature and extent of pulmonary opacities (roentgenographic scoring system), and the stage of the adult respiratory distress syndrome (days since intubation) was assessed.
Statistics
In the four groups the day of measurement, compliance during inflation, compliance duringdeflation, the hysteresis ratio, and FRC were compared using a one-way analysis of variance, followed, if significant, by multiple comparisons using Newman-Keuls method. Due to the small number ofpatients, the roentgenographic pattern (interstitial and alveolar opacities, after scoring) was t ompared between the four groups using nonparametric one-way analysis of variance, followed, ifsignificant, by multiple comparisons using the Mann-Whitney test. (Fig 2 to  4) . 
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